
Chaplain’s Blog - Star date 21:3:2016 

An occasional newssheet from the Chaplain. 

It has been an interesting first few months as chaplain to readers and a huge privilege to be 

able to talk, share with and pray for such a wonderfully diverse group of people. 

Conversation topics have ranged from the affects of Alzheimers on carers to the changes in 

our ministry as our health changes and from the promises we make on licensing to our 

need for spiritual feeding and companionship. 

I see the role of chaplain as more than a designated prayer person for Readers, although it 

is important and I do pray for you all daily. I send out cards and write to people but there is 

no substitute for conversation so if you would like to speak to in confidence to someone 

impartial but understands the role of Reader please do contact me. I am quite happy to 

chat on the phone or to meet in person even if it does men a car journey. 

As a chaplain, I have much to learn - so anyone with bright ideas is particularly  welcome! 

The first Quiet Day passed with much approval from those attending. We were fortunate 

to have some really thought provoking input from Rev'd Hilary Spong on the subject of 

spiritual direction that certainly had several participants considering that facet of their 

ministry. It was a beautiful day and  one reader commented.... "a lovely day on Saturday at 

Epiphany House. The weather was perfect, the talks very thought provoking and the whole 

atmosphere of the day spiritual, peaceful and calming. Such a pity there were so few of us, 

the others missed a real treat." Hilary focussed on the Emmaus road story and the sudden 

realisation of the disciples that their companion had been Jesus - " They said to one 

another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, 

while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?"  It is good to remember those moments 

when our hearts have burned with recognition that the risen Lord is with us and the 

privilege we share in trying to impart that to others.  

The next Quiet-Day is on Thursday December 8th and will be led by Bishop Chris. Several 

people have already signed up for that one!  I shall book a date for the Lenten day 2017 

shortly. Saturday did not seem  very popular - any suggestions? 

At one of the Lay Leadership and Ordained Safeguarding sessions I met with a Reader who 

is still preaching and leading worship at the age of 96. He is still committed to his vocation  

enough to give a day to safeguarding and with the enthusiasm to share his experience- an 

inspirational example to us all that made me realise I could have another 30 years!  I sent 

out a note suggesting that Readers who have a little safeguarding experience through the 

health service, education etc might like to join the training team.  Sarah Acraman has the 

names and will be arranging some interviews. If you are interested and have not told Sarah 

yet there is still time! 



I am due to lead a Sunday Plus course for prospective Worship Leaders in the Constantine 

area in the Summer - let Shelley Porter know if you would like to come along and assist and 

possibly join that training team.  I feel strongly that Readers should be catalysts for the 

vocations of others helping people lead worship, intercessions etc.... you never know, we 

might find some potential new Readers! 

Look out for the Annual Returns when you will have a chance to vote for what we call 

ourselves!  I have had a few conversations about this in the last couple of weeks.  There will 

be a choice of three alternatives.  

a) to keep the name of Reader 

b) to change the name to LLM Licensed Lay Minister  

c) to keep the name Reader but allow people to use the name LLM where it is helpful / 

appropriate.  

 

It will be fascinating to see what people think! One look at my email signature will 

probably show my preference!  

For those of you who use social media there is a Facebook page for Readers at  

www.facebook.com/groups/CornwallReaders  and there is also a group for Readers in 

Training to which all readers are welcome at ww.facebook.com/groups/CornwallReaders 

Blessings & Best wishes 

 Jim  
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