
Chaplain’s Blog - Star date April 2016 

 

An occasional newssheet from the Chaplain Number 2 

Dear All! 

A month has passed since the last log / blog and what a month it has been. I am sure many 

of you will have been busy as I was with all the church activity through the Easter season 

and those who were not would probably have liked to have been! 

I have had several conversations about workload and expectations on Readers recently 

including one Reader who is facing a coming interregnum with some trepidation. Having 

talked it through my suggestion was writing a job description / work agreement and giving 

it to the PCC. Only you know how much you can cope with and it is very hard to say, "no" 

sometimes. If we 'burn out' as a Reader we are of no use at all so better to set the ground 

rules and keep it sensible! 

Issues facing Readers also mirror everyone else and pressures on their lives can be great. 

We are all holding Lesley and other Readers who are struggling with their health in our 

prayers  but also add those who are unpaid carers for spouses and parents, those who feel 

cut off and alone without support, and those who have family problems that weigh heavily 

on them as they try to do their best by their vocation in the church.  

I am available to speak to Readers in a variety of ways from email and social media to 

Skype or telephone and of course meeting face to face! So far I have travelled as far south 

as the Lizard, as far north as Portreath, as far east as Roche and as far west as Camborne 

for chaplaincy so do call if you need.  

150th Anniversary of Reader Ministry 

I do hope you have been able to arrange to preach on or around the 8th of May for the 

150th Anniversary and that you will have the opportunity to "Speak Out" your own story of 

your path to ministry and to encourage others, if not to consider being a Reader as a 

vocation, then to at least appreciate the work that our Readers do and their place in the 

wider church. Reader training has changed a good deal over the years and the current 

course is evolving all the time in order to keep pace with changing needs. Do encourage 

anyone you think might join us to talk to their incumbent or contact Canon Paul Arthur.  

Age need not necessarily be a barrier! The current group of Readers in Training are a 

wonderful bunch with a tremendous amount to offer. 

Reader's Day 2016 



I am very much looking forward to the annual Reader's Day on May 21st. It should be very 

interesting with the AGM only taking a very short time the rest being filled with speakers 

and discussion groups. Please do introduce yourselves! 

Quiet Day 

The next Quiet-Day is on Thursday December 8th and will be led by Bishop Chris.  Places 

are being booked already!   I  want to book a date for the Lenten day 2017 but I do need 

some feedback about whether Readers actually want one and the day of the week that is 

most suitable if they do. I will go with the majority of responses. 

Worship Leaders Course beginning this Thursday. "Sunday Plus" 

I am leading  a Sunday Plus course for prospective Worship Leaders in the Parish Room in 

Mawnan starting this Thursday afternoon at 2pm.  If anyone would like to come along and 

assist, the dates are 21 Apr, 28 Apr, 26 May, 9 Jun, 16 Jun, 23 Jun, 30 Jun and 14 Jul. The 

course is being reviewed and rewritten this year so if you feel strongly about worship 

leader training it would be a good opportunity to exert some influence!  

Intercessions Training 

On Monday the 25th I am leading some training for Intercessors at the Brannel Rooms  

7pm start in St Stephen in Brannel. There is likely to be a continued need for this little one 

session course. Other readers would be welcome to come and see what it entails and to 

assist perhaps with a view to running it themselves if the need arose. Let me know if you 

are interested. 

Keeping in Touch 

For those of you who use social media there is a Facebook page for Readers at  

www.facebook.com/groups/CornwallReaders  and there is also a group for Readers in 

Training to which all readers are welcome at ww.facebook.com/groups/CornwallReaders 

Blessings & Best wishes 

 Jim  
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